NBC NIGHTLY NEWS -CAMPAIGN 2000 REPORTS 
- FEBRUARY 2000 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https:/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sq) on Wed Jun 24 2020. 


From February 2000 NBC NIGHTLY NEWS reports from campaign 2000. 


00:00:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY) 


New Hampshire's always had a reputation for independence and never more than this year when the largest 
single block of voters in the state is made up of those who are neither Republican nor Democrat they appear 
to be the key to the outcome tonight who are they we'll meet a few from central New Hampshire voters with 
an independent streak the people would like to do their own thinking Dwight Hyde and his wife Pam veenstra 
she has a passion for gardening but not garden variety politicians they don't listen to the boaters that's it ina 
nutshell Marion Steve Aldrin Mary a librarian don't tell me I'm a Democrat I'll tell you what | am Steve our 
craftsman who restores old Warren's | just AM a person that wants to vote for whomever | think is the best 
candidate they're the most sought-after voters here they're roughly one-third who register as independents 
and vote for any candidate they want they're more concerned with the qualities of the candidates like he's a 
candidate does he does he seem to be a strong leader does he stand up for what he believes we found 
those attitudes when we brought our voters together at the library where Mary works Pam and Dwight favor 
McCain what would attract you to John McCain | think you can trust him I think you can shake him by the 
hand which | did and look him in the eye and if he tells you something you'll probably do it a gun collector the 
White will have little to fear about more gun regulations if McCain is elected president Mary and Steve Aldrin 
leaned toward Bradley Bradley and McCain wanted to Democrat when a Republican both come here saying 
were unconventional politics we're running against the status quo right do you believe him well | really like to 
| think Bradley's right when he says that campaign finance reform is the bottom line overall these 
independents are going for 
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overall these independents are going for the man over the message or the party and they are a growing 
fortunately | think I'm deciding on a gut reaction | can't choose a candidate that is gonna fix everything | can 
only choose someone that | think is going to do a little better and it does appear to knife that those 
independents were very helpful to Bradley and McCain let's nightly news for Tuesday I'll see you later with all 
the results from the New Hampshire primary on Dateline it first full day after the New Hampshire presidential 
primary and the victories for John McCain and Vice President Al Gore brought a lot of speculation about 
what happens now that the race moves out of a tiny corner of New England and into the south then into 
Super Tuesday Senator McCain's 18 point win over George W Bush raises the most questions tonight we'll 
begin without race NBC's David bloom is in South Carolina today John McCain celebrates his 18-point 
trancing of George W Bush in New Hampshire and the suddenly vulnerable Texas governor levels his most 
pointed attack yet on the Arizona senators bush argument after 18 years in Washington McCain is out of 
step with South Carolina's conservative Republican voters and he's done a pretty good job of trying to get 
the area codes that we live in confused I'm 5-1 - that's Texas he's 202 that's Washington DC the people of 
this state in South Carolina aren't gonna fall prey to that they know I'm a Texas Governor I'm coming from 
outside of Washington DC but McCain argues his victory New Hampshire where independent voters favored 
McCain three-to-one over Bush proves he's more electable than the Texas governor today McCain tells 


Republican party leaders to listen up we can win he says | am a proud conservative Republican and my 
views are conservative less government lower taxes strong military but Bush far more aggressive now claims 
that on everything from the size of tax cuts to McCain's support for campaign finance reform the 
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support for campaign finance reform the Arizona senator sounds more like Al Gore than Ronald Reagan | 
wouldn't call John a liberal | would just say on key points he has taken the Democrat position | can get lots of 
lessons without spending all the surplus on tax cuts but John McCain now has two and a half weeks to erase 
george w bush's 20-point lead here in South Carolina and it won't be easy NBC News has learned that Bush 
with four times as much money in the bank as McCain plans to dramatically increase his television 
advertising year McCain's strategy defeat bush in South Carolina and earned more free publicity than money 
can buy Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight in South Carolina McCain is an unconventional 
Republican Party Canada a conservative maverick given two irreverent comments and self-deprecating 
humor more tonight on McCain the man and his style from NBC's Lisa Myers 114,000 voters in New 
Hampshire men and women of all ages say there is something about John McCain he's edgy irreverent bring 
your family bring deceased friends | mean don't don't--i well if they're recently to see that | had two rebellious 
I'm gonna be out there raising hell because we're gonna stop these special interests seemingly 
straightforward even when his integrity is questioned on his key issue money in politics | believe that there 
have been times when | have probably been influenced because the big donor-advised access to my office 
even as he runs for the highest office in the land the man wants nicknamed John Wayne McCain regularly 
tweaks the rules of politics the atmosphere on his campaign bus sometimes is more Saturday night at the 
improv than the road to the Oval Office so right now in the Straight Talk Express absolutely surrounded by 
confidence he's 
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absolutely surrounded by confidence he's such a character some of likened him to Minnesota's colorful 
governor Jesse Ventura governor Ventura and | have a lot in common we were both the United States Navy | 
was a mediocre high school and college wrestler and and and and | wear a feathered bow around the 
Senate from time to time even when the humor doesn't work and it can seem harsh McCain's direct 
unvarnished style seems to appeal to voters weary at packaging and polish his five years in a Vietnamese 
prison also seems to give voters confidence that this is a man who means what he says in New Hampshire 
at least McCain made himself the anti Clinton saying voters may not always agree with him but that is pres 
the United States | will always tell you the truth no matter what it touched voters who say they never before 
cared about politics | want to thank you for giving me a new reason to vote you're an honest man taking 
McCain's high-wire act on a national stage is fraught with peril experts say he'll face much more scrutiny now 
that voters in one state have given him their highest praise judging him authentic Lisa Myers NBC News 
Washington and on the Democratic side it was a five-point win for Vice President Al Gore over Bill Bradley 
who's been a much more aggressive candidate in recent days and now Bradley is promising to turn up the 
heat even more NBC's Claire Shipman tonight on that race claiming his five point loss in New Hampshire as 
a victory Bill Bradley attacking Al Gore in New York today at the same time during attack politics attack 
attack attack promise promise promise how can the people trust a candidate who doesn't tell them the truth 
in the campaign to tell them the truth if he's elected president I'd states Al Gore at Ohio State University tries 
to keep the focus on his 
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tries to keep the focus on his five-point win and on building momentum for the next contest in November 
helped me first of all in the election March 7th but even as they celebrate Gore's team is clearly anxious to 
deflect Bradley's attacks the vice president interrupted his campaign schedule in New York this morning 
flying a commercial airline back to Washington to preside over an abortion vote in the Senate not over the 
legality of abortion but whether anti-abortion activists can claim bankruptcy protection in court Bradley has 


questioned Gore's dedication to abortion rights and in the end Republicans didn't give Gore the opportunity 
to preside over a tiebreaker and Bradley needles his opponent for rushing back to the Senate and his team 
pointed reporters to a newspaper article from 1976 questioning Gore's dedication to abortion rights look for 
more of this combative tone Bradley's aides are convinced that voters like his tougher edge and gore 
advisers think that he turned his campaign around with his fighting style the unfortunate lesson out of a 
Democratic campaign so far is that if you go negative it energizes your campaign but the voters won't have 
another chance to tell the candidates whether they like it or not until the next set of critical primaries in mid- 
march Claire Shipman NBC News Columbus is where John McCain has apparently turned the tide on 
george w bush in at least one poll and erased a 20-point deficit the new hampshire bounce appears to be 
more of a boom here with that tonight NBC's Lisa Myers in South Carolina John McCain is writing what 
appears to be a huge wave touched off by his victory in New Hampshire another step up keep going that's 
the story of this campaign one step up today a new one-day poll finds the governor george w bush's 20-point 
lead in South 
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george w bush's 20-point lead in South Carolina has evaporated virtually overnight the race now a statistical 
dead heat | don't know that I've ever quite seen an overnight change like this this in essence turns the world 
upside down for the bush campaign and causes them | think to do some scrambling in the next two anda 
half weeks and there is more good news for McCain the bush camp signals New York Republicans to drop 
their challenge to McCain being on the ballot there during the battle to keep him off the ballot only hurts bush 
and campaign money which McCain is short of pours in via the internet the McCain camp claims to have 
hauled in 815 thousand dollars in two days about eighteen thousand dollars an hour still the reality is that in 
that category money McCain is badly outgunned bush has four times more 31 million dollars in the bank 
versus McCain seven point seven million due to election laws McCain can only spend three million dollars in 
South Carolina because Bush doesn't take federal campaign money he can spend whatever he wants and 
says an advisor will spend quote as much as it takes to win today a more aggressive Bush surrounded by 
former military leaders and veterans says McCain's heroic war record doesn't mean he's best qualified to be 
President that's a big difference between being someone who has had a a distinguished military career and 
someone who is ready to lead the country the bush camp also is readying an aggressive new ad campaign 
going after McCain for claiming incorrectly that Bush does not set aside any surplus money for Social 
Security also plan efforts to show McCain out of step with religious conservatives up to 40% of the vote here 
once they know where he really stands and how he's waffled on values and life issues | think John McCain's 
gonna have a serious problem in South Carolina tonight a boost advisor says the campaign must show that 
John McCain is not the white knight he appears but quote just another Washington politician he admits the 
race in South Carolina is 
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he admits the race in South Carolina is now a dogfight Lisa Myers NBC News Washington 6.now and the 
sea change in South Carolina John McCain's big gain some say his lead now over George W Bush in the 
next battleground state today Bush was having none of it NBC's Lisa Myers reports a more aggressive 
george w bush today brands john mccain a washington insider says mccain talks about campaign reform 
while milking the system for campaign money and favors one of the things | worry about is what we call 
Washington double-talk it's they say one thing and actually do another at virtually every stop McCain 
promises to take government back from the special interest | asked you to help me break the Washington 
Iron Triangle of big money lobbyists and legislation but in fact an independent analysis finds that McCain 
gets a higher proportion of his campaign money from Washington one out of every ten dollars than any other 
major candidate he's having another big Washington fundraiser next week and two-thirds of those listed as 
hosts are lobbyists most with business before the powerful Senate committee McCain chairs my friend is 
raising money from people who have business in front of his committee nothing illegal about that but I just 
want to make sure the facts are laid bare and a new Bush add to air tonight in South Carolina for the first 
time attacked McCain's credibility John McCain's ad about Governor Bush's tax plan isn't true and McCain 


knows it all this is McCain bras overflow crowds in South Carolina surging after his victory in New Hampshire 
they say that the Bush campaign had a bump on the road | think you tore out the transmission from they 
asked for Bush's attack [Music] | would hurt them to get back to the issues that Americans carry this 
weekend 
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issues that Americans carry this weekend while McCain campaigns in California Bush is back in Texas to 
quote recharge and then charge Lloyd Bush supporters are urging him to find a new message and a more 
passionate style before it's too late Lisa Myers NBC News Washington Hillary Rodham Clinton made history 
today becoming the first first lady ever to run for public office in this country she made it official announcing 
her candidacy for the US Senate seat in New York a state where she has lived for about a month NBC's 
Andrea Mitchell has our report | am Hillary Clinton is trying to start over to them even after seven months of 
campaigning this big rally in suburban New York an attempt to reintroduce yourself to voters still not sure 
why she's running for the Senate and why from New York State | may be new to the neighborhood but I'm 
not new to your concerns today's rally very much a family affair to reassure women voters who tell pollsters 
they are still suspicious of her motives but the family's best politician husband bill did not even get a 
speaking role in fact a campaign video released today features daughter Chelsea mother Dorothy Rodham 
and popular New Yorkers like New York Senator Chuck Schumer and former Treasury Secretary Bob Rubin 
more than the President as for mrs. Clinton she's pretty in pink and deliberately non-threatening | make a 
mean toss salad and a great omelette to watch today's rally the campaign brought supporters together at 
house parties in every County now | know it's not always going to be an easy campaign but a this is New 
York but will New Yorkers buy the new Hillary Rodham Clinton her biggest challenge to sharpen her 
differences with likely opponent New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani both candidates support 
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Giuliani both candidates support abortion rights and gun control he hasn't announced yet but appeared on 
five Sunday talk shows today and said on Meet the Press I'm gonna run for the Senate | hopefully I'm gonna 
win it I'm gonna serve there the Senate why did you did that certainly minded a large number of the Giuliani 
supporters are really anti-clinton backers | know they really have concerns about her and that's why they're 
picking him they're dissatisfied with the choices they have in fact Clinton advisers know that there are very 
few undecided voters and a lot of negative feelings for the first lady which is why she is trying so hard to 
reinvent herself today Andrea Mitchell NBC News purchase nomination will all but certainly be decided in the 
next thirty days ending with Super Tuesday March 7th when more than a third of the convention delegates 
will be chosen and tonight it is clear that George Bush and John McCain have dropped any pretense of a 
friendly flight following McCain's big win in New Hampshire and with South Carolina now less than two 
weeks away Governor George Bush has come out swinging here's NBC's David bloom tonight Texas 
Governor George W Bush stops just short of calling John McCain a hypocrite the Arizona senator launches a 
scathing new television ad calling Bush untrustworthy and it's clear the two leading Republican candidates 
have all but abandoned their pledge to run a positive campaign today with McCain searching the polls his 
picture on the cover of Time Newsweek in US News Bush Reid launches his campaign trying to steal the 
reform label for McCain Bush pointing to his record as governor of Texas where he says he's taken on 
special interests teachers unions and trial lawyers and one and in this race there's only one person who 
stand up and saying I'm a reformer with results Bush says McCain quotes and preaches campaign finance 
reform and then passes the 
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finance reform and then passes the plates this is a man who has made his campaign on going after lobbyists 
and insiders and yet he's raised more money than anybody in the campaign from lobbyists and insiders but 
on that count Laura Pierce law in fact during the first three quarters of last year McCain raised less than a 
hundred thousand dollars from lobbyists Bush raised five times as much almost half a million according to 


the Center for Responsive Politics now we seem to evolve into as to who is the captain of a special interest 
that coming from a campaign that was proud of raising 70 million dollars tonight amid charges and counter- 
charges about who's distorting whose record McCain launches the most personal attack yet accusing Bush 
of reneging on his pledge to run a positive campaign do we really want another politician in the White House 
America can't trust its a bolster his charge that Bush is desperate and going sharply negative McCain points 
to Bush's own pollsters who are calling voters in South Carolina reminding them that McCain was 
reprimanded for his involvement in the so-called Keating 5 savings and loan scandal it was very interesting it 
seems to me the burst campaign can't figure out whether they imitate me or attack me for governor Bush 
there's another sign of trouble tonight coming out of California where a new field poll finds that in just the past 
three weeks Bush's lead over McCain there has been cut in half now Bush still leads McCain by 19 points in 
California but there is elsewhere even as closest supporters acknowledge that Bush's once firm grip on the 
Republican nomination may be slipping Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight NBC News in- 
depth tonight the first lady and women's and their votes what would seem to be a natural constituency for 
Hillary Clinton could be one of the toughest challenges that she faces in her bid to become a u.s. senator 
from the state of New York in the last presidential election there were more than eight billion registered 
voters in New York State approximately 55% of them were women but now many New York women are 
lining up against the first lady 


00:20:01 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY &t=1201s 





are lining up against the first lady what do they have against her we begin tonight's in-depth reporting is 
NBC's Andrea Mitchell she still flies an Air Force jet but today the first lady is just plain Hillary not Clinton a 
candidate trying to emerge from her husband's shadow and her own good and even though she never 
mentions her husband's other partner in New York City today Al Gore tried to help her let's join together now 
to elect Hillary Rodham Clinton as the next senator from the state of New York overall polls showed the 
Senate race here is dead even but the big surprise white women who ought to be her natural supporters 
actually favor New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani by 18 points in the latest polls why the gender gap why are they 
suspicious you have to assume or at least you have to wonder if it's because they know that her candidacy 
begins with her being first lady some women tell pollsters they feel she sold out wasn't independent enough 
even some supporters acknowledge that honey there's a feeling that she has a sense of entitlement and that 
she's married to the president and that women felt that that's that's a slightly arrogant thing | think that once 
we get over that and now that she's announced and she's a candidate that we're gonna find that women are 
gonna be really excited about her candidacy and will support her women say it's an identity problem is she 
the stand by your man Hillary of 1992 and the impeachment scandal or the health care czar remember the 
promise they get to presidents for the price of one advisers say that's all history | think that she will attempt to 
campaign in that regard as Hillary Clinton the candidate and not the spouse of the president finally when tell 
pollsters it boils down to a lack of trust just who is she and will she change again so a new campaign video 
focuses on her accomplishments before bill to appeal to working women while also presenting a new softer 
image to 
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also presenting a new softer image to attract more traditional women the video features her mother and 
daughter not her husband most striking the woman who once scorned baking cookies and serving tea | 
suppose | could have stayed home and baked cookies and get teased now brags about her skills in the 
kitchen had a great omelet the question tonight will women voters buy the new Hillary her advisers say it's a 
long campaign she has plenty of time to reintroduce herself as a successful woman independent of her 
husband hoping to persuade women that she's done it all on her own Adria Mitchell NBC News New York it's 
not just Hillary Clinton who has to win the hearts and minds and votes of women in this first election of the 
new century just as in years past women across the country make up a formidable voting bloc that can make 
or break a candidate so what do women want we continue tonight's in-depth reporting with NBC's Anne 
Thompson | was a magic trick Gale parlor full-time mom and graduate student in suburban Chicago one of 
101 million women ready to influence the course of this election now focusing on the candidate stance they 


all seem to be kind of on the fence about a lot of different issues and they want the Americans to have a 
definite vote for them but they won't take a definite stand women have come a long way 80 years ago 
marching just to get the vote today driving the political agenda what an incredible table their issues at the top 
of the polls and the candidates making them a priority education health care and moral values Women 
Voters are looking for a candidate who can really understand and relate to their everyday needs and 
concerns in an NBC News exit poll following the New Hampshire primary the top issue for women Democrats 
education 26% compared to just 8 percent among Republican Women Shirley Thompson 65 and retired 
typical of Women Voters sizing up the candidates 
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sizing up the candidates thinks there's more than one issue at stake | may listen to many more also and and 
then make up my mind what I'm going to do and this is you know this is what democracy is all about missing 
from the top of the women's agenda so far this year abortion pollsters say it hasn't surfaced in part because 
there is no perceived threat yet to the issue of choice still texas governor george w bush is using abortion to 
shore up his conservative base roe v-- wade was a reach overstep the constitutional bounds as far as i'm 
concerned i wanna remind you I'm not a lawyer and the Democrats using it to appeal to their traditional base 
stressing they're pro-choice views with both parties where women will be pivotal come November there is an 
opportunity to engage on an issue that is first and foremost with female voters particularly baby boomer 
women who have kids under 18 at home so they're going to have an impact on what's discussed in this 
election and ultimately what the outcome is of the election poised to make 2000 the year women's issues 
become the nation's Anne Thompson NBC News Chicago context tonight a new fight is underway on the 
Republican side for those voters who supported publisher Steve Forbes he's dropping out of the race after 
spending maybe as much as 16 million dollars of his own money as NBC's David bloom tells us now from 
South Carolina it's made that John McCain George Bush matchup even more spirited Tom steve forbes 
support here in south carolina was minuscule perhaps three to five percent of the votes but in a tight race 
that could tip the balance so tonight both Bush and McCain are scrambling to win over forbes old supporters 
he'd spent six years and more than 66 million dollars running for the presidency but today back home in his 
family's New Jersey estates magazine publishers Steve Forbes sat down exclusively with NBC News to 
explain why he decided to quit the Republican race women after finishing a disappointing third last night in 
the Delaware primary and comes a point where | did have a 
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and comes a point where | did have a very strong message and | did not want to have the fate of the 
messenger get in the way at the message Forbes says he will not endorse either Governor bush or Senator 
McCain at least not yet and a focus on ending my campaign thanking our supporters | have no regrets 
except not winning but | think we did help change the agenda in America Forbes puts the flat tax and medical 
savings accounts most political analysts believe his fervently anti-tax anti-abortion voters will tend to back 
bush allowing him to consolidate conservative support clearly in the race now I'm the Conservative candidate 
versus Senator McCain but enemies see News has learned that tomorrow many of Forbes top operatives in 
South Carolina plan to declare their support for McCain at a top forbes aide says much of life support here 
came from anti-establishment voters unlikely to support the Texas governor we have so many of them 
Forbes people who are coming over to our banner all over the country but as this Republican race has 
turned sharply negative McCain's advisers are increasingly worried that his mr.clean image is being sullied 
tonight one McCain advisor told NBC News we're going to elevate John out of this mess Tom thanks very 
much NBC's David bloom tonight Bush and McCain are throwing millions of dollars into the battle for South 
Carolina which is turning out to be critical they're opening why their campaign war chests and at least in the 
case of John McCain they are perhaps testing the limits of the law more now from NBC's Lisa Myers drive 
time this morning in Columbia South Carolina unfortunately big labor comes out a big winner in John 
McCain's campaign finance plan dad twists the truth right Clinton already the two Republican candidates 
spending more than five million dollars just on radio and TV ads that's more than $17 for each likely voter so 
close Bush did not take taxpayer money for his campaign he can spend all he wants and 
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campaign he can spend all he wants and apparently is at least 2.8 million dollars so far on ads alone 
immediately after the New Hampshire laws Bush started adding and heading up and laying down more 
weight in South Carolina they have bought just about everything they can buy independent media analyst 
David Neal says Bush even bought airtime at stations in neighboring states whose signals beam into South 
Carolina's homes as for McCain Neal says he's a few hundred thousand dollars behind bush spending more 
than 2.4 million dollars on the air war alone is a cat-and-mouse game where where you know you find out 
what they're spending and then you try to match it and try not to let the other guy get ahead of you the bush 
camp charges that McCain is breaking the state spending limit of one and a half million dollars - which 
McCain agreed when he accepted federal matching funds McCain says not true that he's playing by complex 
rules under which certain spending doesn't count everything we've done is perfectly within the law and in 
keeping with the FCC's rules and regulations a campaign watchdog group says McCain is in dangerous 
territory the campaign finance law is more loophole than law and if John McCain wants to step through those 
loopholes like every other candidate he can certainly do that but it is not unfair to call him a hypocrite if he 
does it Kendra to break the spending leaves eventually are fine long after the election is over for now over 
the next 10 days here's what South Carolina voters have in store Bush uses all the surplus they will see a 
bush or McCain spot every half hour all day all day every day every day and boaters can expect hundreds of 
thousands of dollars with the phone call mailing signs everything money can buy with South Carolina a must- 
win for both candidates neither camp is saving for the future a penny saved could be a penny wasted Lisa 
Myers NBC News 
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we now join our program already in progress as opposed to rising out of the grassroots rank-and-file then 
there was the candidate himself pictures of bush snowmobiling help create an impression in New Hampshire 
he wasn't working hard for the vote that changed in South Carolina he shortened his stump speech spent 
more time with voters still shaking hands long after the meatballs got cold but the biggest change was 
strategic returning fire against John McCain and staying on the offensive even after McCain asked for a truce 
John McCain promised a clean campaign then attacked governor bush with misleading ads still Republicans 
outside South Carolina worried about Bush's tactics California secretary of state bill Jones switched sides 
angry at Bush's negative tone which | don't want to see in California New York Congressman Peter King 
wavered stung by Bush's appearance at Bob Jones University a conservative Christian school in South 
Carolina that bans interracial dating the concern | have is that by almost pandering to certain elements in 
South Carolina which end up being anti-catholic and anti black is that going to be symptomatic of what he's 
going to do around the country today a confident Bush staff brushed 
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today a confident Bush staff brushed away those criticisms you find out who your real friends are when 
there's a when there's adversity now the much admired bush war chest of some seventy million dollars is 
down to 20 but the candidate isn't worried he says if he wins tonight the money will take care of itself Tom 
thanks very much NBC's Anne Thompson tonight with a George W Bush campaign for his part John McCain 
has a lot riding on South Carolina a state where he has tried to offset governor Bush's party ties with an 
appeal to new voters the independents and even Democrats NBC's David bloom is covering John McCain 
David Tom win or lose john mccain vows to fight on beyond South Carolina his campaign aides argument 
this conservative southern states where forty percent of the Republican vote is from the religious rights is not 
representative of much in rest of the country they argue that McCain can win in Michigan on Tuesday and 
later in California and New York for months he said he has to win South Carolina to keep the momentum 
going to prove governor Bush is stoppable so today John McCain the former Navy pilot in Pio W in Florida's 


fellow veterans to propel him to victory in South Carolina a state with a higher percentage of vets that 
anywhere else in the nation I'm asking you to go on a mission maybe a last one maybe the last big one and 
call all your friends call ten friends call 20 friends make sure that everybody we know is out there voting 
today it appears independents and Democrats did respond turning out in large numbers in support of the 
Arizona senator many McCain supporters turned off by what they see as Governor Bush's negative 
campaign they've spent | don't know how many millions to to destroy a hero of mine and it's been really 
upsetting and it's turning off a lot of people my age but the problem McCain appears not to have overcome is 
his lack of support among the conservative Republican voters who may decide this race with voter turnout 
running especially high in western South 
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especially high in western South Carolina where Bush's support is strongest this man a Republican 
supporting McCain is the exception rather than the rule I'm with him | think McCain has an unquestionably 
demonstrated character and integrity but the McCain campaign is not convinced this South Carolina primary 
was entirely aboveboard today when some polling places that were supposed to be open were instead 
closed Republican Party officials insisted it was just a minor problem but the senator called for a full 
investigation that's just the Voting Rights Act but even John McCain's closest advisors acknowledge that he 
may have lost his way here in South Carolina at first responding sharply to Governor Bush's attacks then 
calling for a truce and outcome that left McCain poorly positioned to respond to Bush's charges of hypocrisy 
allowed the Texas governor to blame McCain for the campaign's negative tone Tom thanks very much 
NBC's David bloom tonight by the way Senator McCain will be Tim Russert's guest from Michigan tomorrow 
just a couple of days away from that important primary today's Boat marks the start of an extremely busy 
period for the three remaining Republican candidates Bush McCain and Alan Keyes boys as well in the 
debates but not at the polls on Tuesday Michigan and Arizona John McCain's home state they hold their 
primaries a week from tomorrow Porto Rico with virginia and washington two days later then comes Super 
Tuesday 111 primaries from coast to coast with a third of the delegates needed for nomination up for grabs 
on that Tuesday the first Tuesday in March by the end of March seventh primaries we should know the 
nominees of both the Republican and the Democratic parties I'll have more from here in South Carolina later 
out in New York and my colleague John Seigenthaler with going back to the 19th century South Carolina is 
the state that's always taken its politics very seriously it's now the home of Strom Thurmond and Fritz 
Hollings two of the Lions of the US 
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Hollings two of the Lions of the US Senate the late Lee Atwater that take-no-prisoners chairman of the 
national GOP the state has a Democratic governor a Republican state house and a democratic state Senate 
and on this election day South Carolina was one large get-out-the-vote Festival Joe and joseline Strauss 
were so worried about Governor Bush's prospects in South Carolina they left their home in San Antonio 
Texas to come here to work for him paved their own way Ted and Jeanette bridges are mccain supporters 
from south carolina Ted's a retired Marine they've spent the last six weeks working for the Arizona senator 
two couples who believe something has to change at the top in Washington and each believes their 
candidate is the answer John McCain is an innocent man he's going to bring integrity and respect we think 
the George Bush can turn it around and bring that dignity back to the office of the presidency and at a time 
when a lot of people have given up on politics this years earlier than ever South Carolina's primary has 
brought voters back into the system | finally feel like my vote counts it means something then there's the 
case of Mary and Doug Hyatt of Columbia South Carolina today she's a law student he has his own 
insurance company he's from a cane she's for bush we'd outgrown a positive campaign against Mary no 
negative attacks about her candidate | can't say | doubt it you know it's nice to know that today is a win-win 
day no matter which candidate comes out on top [Music] NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw reporting 
tonight from Washington good evening well now the pace is speeding up in the race for the Republican 
presidential nomination as it moves from South Carolina and George Bush's big win there on Saturday to 
Michigan tomorrow where the Texas 
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Michigan tomorrow where the Texas governor has a powerful operation in place nevertheless john mckay 
john mccain is vowing to fight on especially since his home state of arizona is also voting tomorrow in 
michigan tonight however is less about issues and much more about tactics we're gonna begin with NBC's 
David bloom who's covering the George Bush campaign David I'm growing confidence in the bush camp 
tonight they claim their private tracking polls point to a double-digit Bush win here in Michigan tomorrow other 
pollsters claim it's a tighter race but they say undecided voters do appear to be breaking for Bush after his 
big win in South Carolina | feel victory here in Michigan his confidence back Governor Bush isn't quite ready 
to dismiss John McCain out of hand but he is giving the Arizona senator the back of his hand you know he 
talks about the Iron Triangle in Washington DC he's been ringing that iron triangle like a dinner bell raising 
the money from lobbyists it's one thing to talk to talk it's another thing to walk the walk but mostly Bush is 
now ignoring McCain firmly convinced that a victory here in Michigan tomorrow would essentially wrap up the 
Republican nomination most political analysts agree Bush had to win South Carolina to recover from New 
Hampshire if he wins Michigan | think he pretty much puts away the nomination in fact the Bush campaign is 
now subtly hitting the became should pull out if he loses Michigan tomorrow and the Texas Governor now 
focuses almost all of his attention on Al Gore it's as if the fall campaign has already begun Gore over the 
weekend accuses Bush of lacking quotes the guts to take on bigotry because Bush refused to take his stand 
on the flying of the Confederate flag in South Carolina and spoke at Bob Jones University there which critics 
call segregationist an anti-catholic yeah shame on him shame on him today bushfires back and | look 
forward to debating at Vice President Gore and | look forward to challenging this kind of politics is so stale 
and so negative tonight if you 
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stale and so negative tonight if you listen to governor Bush it's as if his loss in New Hampshire and his sharp 
turn to the right in South Carolina never happened as if McCain no longer poses any threat at all but it's 
worth remembering that on the night before his 19-point driving in New Hampshire the Bush campaign was 
equally confident of victory Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight well for his part Senator 
McCain is maintaining his warrior spirit he's determined to see this through Super Tuesday that's the big 
round of primaries on March 7th and those primaries will determine the nominee but as NBC's Anne 
Thompson tells us now McCain is angry about the campaign tactics of George Bush and indeed he is Tom 
the McCain calf is livid after getting reports of negative phone calls here in Michigan and tonight they are 
accusing Governor Bush of running a sleaze campaign bringing the tactics that worked so well in South 
Carolina up here in Michigan as McCain goes down to the wire for a win mackanin Saginaw today trying to 
project the image of a winner if | win tomorrow in Michigan there's no stopping me and I'm but with 24 hours 
to go experts say he can't afford to lose it's not do-or-die but you're in the ER if you don't if you don't win this 
Michigan is far bigger more diverse than South Carolina or New Hampshire Republicans hear more 
moderate than those down south giving McCain hope that they will respond to his message of governmental 
reform but one analyst says those voters may not make much difference the fact is McCain did very poorly 
with Republicans Bush beat him about three to one with four Republicans and that's | think who will vote in 
the Michigan primary and they will have seen plenty of attack ads from bush and the groups who support 
Henry Warren today the McCain organization firing back in a press release titled Bush sleaze campaign 
moves North accusing the Texas 
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campaign moves North accusing the Texas governor of orchestrating a smear campaign of phone calls mail 
and TV ads to hurt McCain before an overflow crowd in Traverse City this morning McCain urged voters to 
turn away from such tactics my friends reject this negative campaigning reject this character assassination 
reject the low road to the presidency and support those who want to take the high road because this is 
terrible what's going on now McCain's complaints about tactics may mask a bigger problem George W Bush 
has a better organization more money and the support of the Michigan Republican establishment of McCain 


staff they called this battle here in Michigan they term it David and Goliath but win or lose they say Tom they 
will go on thanks very much NBC's Han from NBC News world headquarters in New York this is NBC Nightly 
News with Tom Brokaw good evening in the closing hours before today's Michigan primary all the pollsters 
saw a very close race between Arizona Senator John McCain and Texas Governor George W Bush despite 
Bush's big win in South Carolina Saturday and based on what we're hearing from the campaign's tonight and 
what voters are saying as they leave the polls it does appear it will be a race to the wire in Michigan one of 
the states in which independents and Democrats can participate in the Republican primary NBC's David 
bloom is covering the Bush campaign for us and David Gregory is with McCain David bloom let's begin with 
you Tom it's nail-biting time in the bush campaign tonight they're seeing a much heavier turnout than 
expected from Pro McCain independents and Democrats and that could spell trouble tonight the almost 
carefree confidence that we saw from Bush earlier it's gone replaced by an intense last-minute efforts to get 
out the Republican vote at a Bush phone Bank in East Lansing Michigan late today volunteers redouble their 
efforts to get Republicans to the 
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their efforts to get Republicans to the polls before they close confident predictions of a double-digit Bush 
victory forgotten today back on the attack Bush accuses McCain of trying to smear his reputation putting two 
phone calls going out to voters in this heavily Catholic states suggesting Bush is anti-catholic I'm telling you 
John McCain as a man has called me an anti-catholic bigot and | don't appreciate it he says one thing and 
does another as shameful politics at issue a phone message called a Catholic voter alerts reminding voters 
of Bush's appearance at Bob Jones University in South Carolina Bob a strong anti-catholic statements 
including calling the Pope the Antichrist and the Catholic Church on satanic cult Tom McCain a pro-life 
senator and strongly criticized this anti-catholic bigotry while Governor Bush's faith silent while giving the 
support of Bob Jones University the McCain campaign claims it's not behind the calls and instead points to 
the efforts of the Reverend Pat Robertson on Bush's behalf the televangelists taped a telephone call to 
thousands of Christian Coalition members in Michigan urging them to quotes protect unborn babies and 
restore religious freedom by voting against John McCain the inflammatory attacks point up how much is at 
stake in Michigan the last thing governor Bush wants to do is lose two of the first three big primary states but 
tonight Bush aides acknowledge is possible he could leave this rally here in Kansas City in route to California 
tonight without knowing whether he won or lost in Michigan Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom 
tonight as for John McCain he's back in his home state of Arizona which is also holding a primary today and 
whatever happens he says he's in this race to stay NBC's David Gregory is covering the senator David 
Thomas Senator McCain 
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senator David Thomas Senator McCain waits at home here in Phoenix for returns today his advisers tonight 
are similarly anxious nervous but hopefully they know that the outcome in Michigan could either revive or 
effectively n McCain's chances of capturing this nomination even as the Arizona senator and his wife Cindy 
cast ballots in their home state's primary this morning he was subdued less talkative than normal focused on 
Michigan everything is do or die in this campaign that's why we're having so much fun every everyday is do 
or die we're a high-wire act for John McCain desperately trying to recover from his staggering loss in South 
Carolina is again in Michigan relying on heavy voter Turner among independents and Democrats a coalition 
of moderates he needs to counter Governor Bush's heavy support among conservative Republican voters 
like Andy motion we voted for McCain today in Farmington Hills Michigan | don't trust George Bush | don't 
know exactly why | just don't trust him and I think he lies too much today McCain did not answer questions 
about what his aides say is dirty campaigning by Bush's a line but advisers concede those calls made by 
televangelist Pat Robertson have hurt the senator among Michigan conservatives but tonight it's precisely 
because this race is still too close to call that top McCain advisors insist their man is still in the fight for this 
nomination said one we're off the mat Tom thank you very much NBC's David Gregory well what does all this 
mean in the race for the Republican presidential nomination what's ahead for Bush and McCain we turn now 
to NBC's Washington bureau chief moderator of Meet the Press Tim Russert Tim we've been talking to all a 


lot of voters today as they left the polls in Michigan what have we learned thus far time we know who has 
voted and look at this 49% of the voters are Republicans 33% are independents 18% are Democrats a 
majority of the voters 
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are Democrats a majority of the voters non Republicans that's what John McCain was hoping for and Tom 
first time voters 28% of the people who voted today are first-time primary voters that is also something else 
that John McCain is hoping for we asked the people as they left the polls today Tom their attitudes opinions 
towards George W Bush a good solid favorable rating for governor Bush as you'll see here by a margin of 58 
39 and their attitudes towards John McCain also extremely favorable by a margin of 65 to 29 what about 
issues Tim what were they talking about John McCain has been emphasizing strengthening Social Security 
over cutting taxes and voters sided with him briefly as you'll see there 44 cutting taxes 49 strengthening 
Social Security and Tom who is the real reformer a centerpiece of both candidates as last week the voters in 
Michigan thus far are tilting towards McCain 47 42 but if George Bush loses in Michigan's him he'll be 
screaming this was not a Republican primary there were too many Democrats and independents absolutely 
Tom I've already spoken to the bush people they're saying whose primary is this Republicans want George 
Bush why are Democrats and independents trying to invade and hijack our primary thanks very much NBC's 
Tim Russert tonight see Mike Lee News with Tom Brokaw good evening well the race for the Republican 
presidential nomination is now in a critical stage we're counting down to March seventh that's a week from 
next Tuesday when more than a third of the delegates will be chosen and the nominees should be clear at 
that time should be tonight it is clear that John McCain is a front-runner for now after his impressive win in 
Michigan but he has independents and Democrats to thank for that so we go now to NBC's Anne Thompson 
to find out the McCain strategy for persuading Republicans he's one of them and Tom McCain campaign 
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one of them and Tom McCain campaign officials say this week's victories are just more evidence that he is 
the only Republican who can win in November and they are hoping to use this his strong showings with 
Democrats and independents to convince Republicans that their ticket to the White House is a McCain ticket 
today john mccain trying to convince republicans he is one of them | am a proud conservative Republican | 
am a Reagan Republican they have no doubt about that and | have to convince and tell our Republican 
establishment it's it's great over here come on in a message he'll be using a loss heading to Super Tuesday 
and some primaries where only Republicans will be voting now stressing his conservative record with calls 
for reform the emphasis on cutting taxes and spending free trade and getting the government out of the 
private sector trying to undo damage done by george w bush there's been a real effort to by the Republican 
establishment to fool people about McCain's good conservative record but as | know the facts and this guy 
like Ronald Reagan as a Republican reformer McCain's goal to try and expand the Republican horde and 
what I'm trying to do here is start what we're calling a mccain majority only in his home state of Arizona has 
McCain won a majority of Republicans 56 percent the big win in Michigan he got only 29 percent of the GOP 
vote Democrats and independents made him the winner something the bush camp doesn't want Republicans 
to forget if McCain engages in whether or not Democrats and independents are trying to take over the party 
he's dancing to george w bush's tune i think McCain needs to dance to his own that's what's got him this far 
and he needs to focus on that and tonight the battle of attack faxes continues late this evening McCain 
charging the bush campaign with launching a new round of negative phone calls this time in Virginia where a 
primary will be held there next Tuesday using the same phone calls tape by televangelist Pat Robertson that 
accused 


01:08:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY &t=4082s 





televangelist Pat Robertson that accused McCain campaign chairman Warren Rudman of being a vicious 
bigot Tom thanks very much NBC's Anne Thompson tonight on the McCain campaign as for George Bush 
he's winning the battle for Republican voters but he's losing the war and he says that will end soon if he 


expects to be the nominee it had better NBC's David bloom is with the Texas governor again tonight David 
Toms saying he'd received a glancing blow by losing both Michigan and Arizona but Texas Governor 
nonetheless argued today that John McCain cannot and will not be his party's nominee because of those 
Republican primary voters voting overwhelmingly for Bush seeking to counter McCain's new push for 
Republican voters governor Bush campaigning in Southern California today portrays himself as the real 
Republican putting out that in Michigan Senator McCain received less than one-third of the Republican votes 
at lost the Liberal Democrat vote of people who come into our primary to try to hijack the election the hijack 
the primary to help Al Gore and many Democrats are euphoric believing a weakened Bush forced to the right 
by McCain will still prevail but as a less formidable threat to Gore Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle 
today I'll just say that John McCain is doing the country real service but Bush was furious with became didn't 
even call to concede last night he could hear | congratulate him the Texas governor livid that in Michigan 
McCain's campaign made tens of thousands of phone calls to Catholic voters suggesting Bush's anti-catholic 
because he gave a speech at South Carolina's fundamentalist some say anti-catholic Bob Jones University 
McCain's top aides spent much of yesterday denying to reporters but they'd made any such calls only to 
admit last night that they had and continue to do so even while they were denying it after the polls have 
closed after you all had to put up your notebooks after the cameras were off they admitted that 
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the cameras were off they admitted that they were making those calls in in that state | don't accept that kind 
of campaigning and | don't appreciate it one bit but if Bush is angry so - or many of his own supporters 
they're critical the Texas governor's campaign for his stop at Bob Jones University for wasting millions of 
dollars in McCain's home state of Arizona and for not recognizing perhaps until too late just how serious of 
threats John McCain poses Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight in the end of course in the 
game of politics numbers count and to go through what's ahead in terms of the numbers tonight NBC's 
Washington bureau chief moderator of Meet the Press Tim Russert Tim we've got a fascinating ten days 
almost two weeks ahead of us here here we go Tom next week Washington State and Virginia both open 
primaries Democrats independents Republicans can all vote George Bush thinks he can take both those 
states john mccain wants to take one that's his strategy tried to keep some momentum going into Super 
Tuesday and that is critical these three states Tom also open Ohio Missouri and Massachusetts 
independents can cross over and vote in the Republican primary McCain thinks he has a very good chance 
of winning those states George Bush believes Ohio is more traditional in Michigan and he can stop McCain 
in Ohio and then the real critical test Tom on March 7th New York Connecticut and California Republicans 
only count four delegates McCain thinks he can win New York in Connecticut California is the huge shootout 
the big battleground John McCain believes if he can get more Republicans in California than than George 
Bush he's a nominee George Bush says nonsense he can only get one out of four Republicans in Michigan 
there's no way you can get a majority in California | will win the Republicans in California and the following 
week on March 14th lock it up with victories and Tenant Texas in Florida where both governor's our name 
Bush what a campaign for the next two to three weeks thanks very much NBC Tim Russert tonight 
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thanks very much NBC Tim Russert tonight King it's gotten so bad in the bitter battle for the Republican 
presidential nomination the grand old man of the grand old party has stepped in now to say enough bob dole 
who saw his own presidential hopes diminished by family feuding in the 96th election today urged a truce 
between john mccain and george w bush we begin tonight with NBC's Lisa Myers challenging a shell- 
shocked Republican establishment John McCain argues that by reshaping the party bringing in independents 
and Democrats he's Republicans best hope to regain the White House don't you think that Republicans in 
California would like to win a campaign for a change in a new ad McKean tries to reassure his party he's not 
a closeted Democrat I'm a proud Reagan Republican allies argue McCain is the first Republican since 
Ronald Reagan with broad appeal among Democrats and independents needed to win an election in the last 
two presidential elections we haven't gotten above 40% of the vote but much of the party establishment says 
the vision of McCain as their nominee is quote a nightmare even some senators who agree with McCain on 


most issues complain he's very difficult to work with Bush's point man in the Senate says 44 of 55 
Republican senators chose Bush because of issues and McCain style and on core issues if you're in 
disagreement and he can be confrontational and | think that has probably left some scars for him but many of 
those same Republicans are deeply distressed the george w bush expected to reassemble a winning 
coalition has performed poorly a moderate Bush supporter says he's alarmed that Bush is now publicly 
joined at the hip with Pat Robertson's and the religious right we had a staunch Republican give me this 
compass he said give it to George w next time you see him because he lost his way Bush advisers tell NBC 
News that Robertson has been asked to stop all 
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Robertson has been asked to stop all negative phone calls on Bush's behalf told they are not helpful a 
former Republican National Chairman says Bush needs to be more inclusive reach out more to moderates 
minorities be of a Democrat now that the turnouts occurred | think you got to be Reagan asking say okay fine 
| welcome Democrats being in a party | got to work harder to get their support tonight Bob Dole's call for a 
truce reflects worries that both candidates may already be damaged for the fall became alienating the party's 
base Bush hurting himself with moderates and independents any Republican must have to win the White 
House Lisa Myers NBC News Washington a new poll in California shows Texas Governor George W Bush 
with a double-digit lead over Arizona Senator John McCain among Republicans their coast-to-coast battle 
grows more fierce with each day NBC's David Gregory is on the campaign trail tonight now just 10 days 
before the crucial Super Tuesday primaries the campaign is the nastiest it's been accusations about taped 
phone messages attack calls made on behalf of the candidates sources close to the Arizona senators say 
the campaign is prepared to target Catholic voters throughout the Northeast with calls linking bush to the 
anti-catholic sentiment associated with Bob Jones University if the Texas governor visited earlier this month 
run against the man on the one hand says he's gonna run a clean campaign on the other hand make phone 
calls into Michigan talking about you know anti-catholic bias as for calls made by televangelist Pat Robertson 
calling a top mccain advisor a vicious biggest for attacking conservatives while Bush 8 says Robertson has 
been asked to stop the calls conceding quote they've heard us all this as the race tightens the crunch time 
before the Super Tuesday primary over the next 10 days primaries in Virginia and Washington Tuesday and 
in 12 states March 7th including New York and California a total of six hundred ninety nine delegates are up 
for grabs between 
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nine delegates are up for grabs between now and then a clean sweep would provide roughly 70% of the total 
needed for the nomination Bush seeking to reassure wavering supporters emphasizing that McCain hasn't 
attracted core Republican voters the key to winning the Republicans only primaries which are coming up 
McCain using a new TV ad to reach out to the GOP establishment here's some straight talk I'm a proud 
Reagan Republican Bush countering with an air campaign of his own he's the candidate with a tax cut called 
Reaganesque and worthy of a new president down the final stretch the campaigns are roughly even on 
money both candidates prepared to lavish at least a million dollars on California alone in a race once thought 
to be Bush's to lose now according to a top Bush aide considered a roller coaster David Gregory NBC News 
Los Angeles here's NBC's Norah O'Donnell bill Bradley in Washington State for next Tuesday's primary 
working to get his campaign back on track investing six precious days here we're so far behind here that you 
know the expectation is that you know we're not going to we're not going to be able to do anything earlier this 
month probably hoped his strong showing in New Hampshire would provide momentum but he ran into an 
unexpected problem John McCain is bill Bradley's purple otherwise Bradley would be cleaning up in this 
state instead Bradley is just trying to stay in the game battling McCain for the independent voters McCain 
and | don't know agree on much I'm pro-choice he's not l'm pro-gun control he's not Bradley is desperate for 
independent voters because frontrunner Al Gore has overwhelming support among rank-and-file democrats 
Bradley is so eager for some good news some momentum that he is calling a halt to his national campaign to 
concentrate his efforts he here Washington's way anything to haul out Gore's momentum the vice president 
is ahead in all of the Super Tuesday primary states in the 


01:18:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWnXVck73TY &t=4680s 





Super Tuesday primary states in the largest delegate-rich states New York gore leads Bradley by nearly 2 to 
1 Ohio the gap is even wider with Gore getting 68% to Bradley's 24 and in California Gore's margin is better 
than 4 to 1 war is Criss crossing the country according the Jewish vote in New York City reaching out to 
senior citizens in Cleveland rallying longshoremen in Oakland a an energized confident gore is launching 
more and more attacks on bush and McCain both of them want to take away a woman's right to choose both 
of them want to drain money from the public school both of them are anti labor anti working men and women 
the vice president could clinch the nomination in just 10 days on Super Tuesday these advisers now believe 
all Gore has to do is avoid making a mistake it could give Bradley's campaign new life more O'Donnell NBC 
News Seattle the fight for the Republican presidential nomination already bitter moved to a new stage today 
it's now a holy war with the role of the religious right in play between John McCain and George W Bush 
McCain made sure of that today and his appearance in Virginia a state with another of those open primaries 
tomorrow begin with two reports tonight we'll start with NBC's Anne Thompson Virginia Beach the new 
battlegrounds of the Republican holy war McCain today making a bold attack on the leaders of the Religious 
Right comparing them to the lightning rods of the left neither party should be defined by pandering to the 
outer reaches of American politics and the agents of intolerance whether they be Louis Farrakhan or Al 
Sharpton on the left our Pat Robertson or Jerry Falwell on the right aides describing the assault is the 
defining moment in McCain's campaign aimed at moderate Republicans the political tactics of division and 
slander are not our values 
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division and slander are not our values appealing to voters going to the polls tomorrow in Washington State 
and in the Super Tuesday states of New England New York Ohio and California the goal to tie george w 
bush to the extreme right governor Bush is a pat robertson republican who will lose to al gore mccain tells 
NBC news today's strategy is a risk but by attacking their leaders aren't you essentially attacking the people 
who follow them as well of course not because the people who follow them are good and decent people who 
don't practice the politics of exclusion the speech in the works for a week delivered here in Robertson's 
backyard met with silence Robertson out of the country Farwell declining an interview request and the 
Christian Coalition saying it will rise up above this transparent effort to divide one American from another on 
the basis of religion as the race heats up religion playing a bigger role McCain today still hammering bush for 
his appearance at Bob Jones University who's found her liking Catholicism to a satanic Hulk it has given 
McCain an edge among Catholic voters as high as double digits in a state like New York which is enough 
translated to give him a lead overall but it what price | think a lot of it is going to come back to a hot 
Republicans regardless of who the nominee is McCain's not concerned with that now his first bowl to win 
more primaries even if it means rejecting the most conservative element of his own party Anne Thompson 
NBC News Virginia Beach this is Lisa Myers with the Bush campaign in Washington state where George W 
Bush accuses McCain of quote needless name-calling and playing the religious card Ronald Reagan didn't 
point fingers he never played the people's religious fears my Senator McCain has shamelessly done Bush 
declined repeated invitations to distance himself from Pat Robertson and the Religious Right saying he isn't 
going to play that political game but he emphasizes his record in Texas is one of 
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emphasizes his record in Texas is one of tolerance and inclusion that he won fifty percent of Hispanic votes 
and more than 60 percent of women in the last election send a message to the rest of America and we want 
somebody to lead our party who is a uniter not a divider Bush also all but accuses McCain who promises to 
tell the truth that every stop of lying about phone calls to Catholic voters suggesting Bush's anti-catholic 
Senator McCain said on TV | had nothing to do with that | don't know what you're talking about and then 
admit it he knew the script and approved the script yeah that kind of that kind of campaign and it's just you 
know it's it shows the man is willing to say one thing and he does another tonight the Bush campaign 
produced a similar anti-bush message it claims McCain is distributing in Washington State Senator McCain 


that strongly criticized the same type of bigotry while governor Bush state silenced but some pollsters say 
Bush himself needs to do more to separate himself from the religious right and reassure moderates religion 
will not guide his political decisions these voters very much see a distinction between religion and politics 
and they will very much disavow Pat Robertson politics that is a huge albatross that George Bush wears 
across his neck at this point in time Bush is counted on victories tomorrow in Virginia North Dakota and 
maybe here in Washington to call nervous supporters and fundraisers says one aid winning solves a lot of 
things and we definitely need a good night Lisa Myers NBC News Seattle and in the race for the Democratic 
presidential nomination former Senator Bill Bradley has decided to make his stand in the state of Washington 
even though a win there would be mostly symbolic his strategy is a reflection of the strength of the Al Gore 
campaign which is already looking forward to the fall more on that race tonight from NBC's Claire Shipman in 
Washington state today Bill Bradley devoting almost a week of precious campaign time up to a million dollars 
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campaign time up to a million dollars and unusual energy to a contest that Awards no delegates the political 
equivalent of a last-second half-court shot in a losing game I'm optimistic about being here | feel that these 
five days have been well spent it's a gamble to get back in the spotlight before Super Tuesday while the 
nation has been mesmerised by the Republican race Bradley has dropped well behind rival Al Gore in the 
polls in almost every major state including Washington but the vice president worried about giving Bradley 
even a small opening is matching him in advertising dollars here I'm not taking a single vote for granite gore 
is also enjoying the advantages of the Democratic establishment local party support union phone banks 
working overtime and look at this difference Bradley visits the bowing picket line this weekend a couple of 
hours later the same picket line organized into a political event for Gore Bradley's crowds are growing though 
and he picks up volunteers at most sessions Andrea Hillman was inspired by him one day and found herself 
passing out pamphlets the next | really just hope that people will pick up this literature and realize that they 
have the power to you know put a spark in the campaign but most think it's too late for that very hard to make 
a souffle rise twice and his problem is he had a shot and he missed his plan was to do well in lowa and win 
New Hampshire Bill Bradley essentially had the same game plan as John McCain and Bradley's game plan 
is failing now in large part because of McCain who not only grabbed the spotlight but beats Bradley with the 
independent vote in Washington State by a two-to-one margin tonight the Democrats head to California to 
prepare for a debate later this week and a campaign for the 367 delegates here the vote in Washington State 
tomorrow may be an important symbol but 
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tomorrow may be an important symbol but both men know that the big day is next Tuesday Claire Shipman 
NBC News Los Angeles besides those groups that have opposed their plans to put controls on guns so they 
cannot be fired easily the shooting came on an election day primaries in Virginia North Dakota and the state 
of Washington Virginia is the big prize on the Republican side the pressure is on george w bush in that state 
with a traditional GOP establishment and a large Christian activist movement Bush had a solid lead going 
into the election and so far there's nothing to indicate that's changed still a half hour of voting left in Virginia 
and B sees Lisa Myers is covering that race tonight Lisa good evening Tom for governor Bush tonight is 
about confidence and momentum he very much needs a big victory here to reassure nervous fundraisers 
and supporters and to generate momentum going into next week's critical showdown Super Tuesday with 
the night reward super tuesday george w bush works today to repair damage with Catholic voters and 
moderate visiting a Catholic outreach group that helps poor families in Ohio my job will be to rally the armies 
of compassion of people of all faiths and all walks of life who want to help a neighbor in need a new poll 
suggests the controversy over Bush's visit to Bob Jones University which Burke Bush in New York may not 
have wounded him much in Ohio the poll shows Bush leading by 17 points here and winning a solid majority 
of Catholics today Bush even invoked the memory of President John Kennedy trying to turn senator 
McCain's holy war against him this is a man who yesterday authorized calls into the Commonwealth of 


Virginia calling me an anti-catholic bigot that kind of politics needs to be set aside it's the kind of politics that 
John F Kennedy rejected in the 1960s over the next week both candidates will frenetically hopscotch across 
the country targeting thirteen primary and caucus 
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targeting thirteen primary and caucus states that vote next Tuesday where 59 percent of all delegates are at 
stake here's how the map looks tonight McCain is favored in five northeastern states Bush the favorite in the 
southern and border states of Georgia Missouri and Maryland the battleground states New York California 
and Ohio Bush leads in to New York is considered a toss-up because neither candidate has enough money 
for TV commercials in these big states those are most of the communicating with voters themselves through 
airport rallies and on television Bush plans to spend the next week tacking hard to the political middle re- 
emphasizing education reform and compassionate conservatism themes which once worked for him with 
moderates independents who are now drawn to Senator McCain Tom thanks very much NBC's Lisa Myers 
tonight well as you can see for John McCain the pressure is on as well with so much at stake just a week 
from today Super Tuesday and the other states that are in play McCain insisted he is the man however not 
just for the primary season but for the fall season NBC's Anne Thompson is with McCain in California tonight 
and Tom John McCain pinning his hopes tonight on Washington State where he thinks he can win but his 
real energy devoted to California and its primary next Tuesday the biggest prize of all campaigning in 
Northern California today John McCain telling Republicans he's the only candidate who can beat Al Gore 
rejecting Bush's claim that he is trying to break up the winning coalition put together by Ronald Reagan 
we've lost the last two presidential elections we've lost the last two congressional elections here in California 
it has been electoral disaster also today damage control for McCain mounting criticism for his decision to 
skip Thursday's Republican debate in California the Los Angeles Times one of the sponsors calling McCain's 
excuse thin that he has scheduling conflicts in New York but in an about-face McCain 
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New York but in an about-face McCain says he will participate by satellite thank you sir thank you very much 
the latest polls show McCain behind among California Republicans by double digits as much as 25 points but 
one campaign officials says internal polls show Bush's lead much smaller and the McCain camp hopes to 
erase that margin by out spending Bush putting over three million dollars of ads on TV at stake here some 
162 delegates winner-take-all but only if the winner wins among registered Republican voters that means 
even if McCain would win next Tuesday with the help of Democrats and independents he could lose the 
delegates to george w bush Tom thanks very much NBC's Anne Thompson a reminder once again that 
numbers do count joining me now is NBC Washington bureau chief and moderator of Meet the Press Tim 
Russert Tim what are the voters in Virginia telling us as they leave the polls today Tom who voted and this is 
good news for george w bush republicans 65% of the total voters independents 27 democrats 8 that will be 
the largest percent of republicans voting the republican primary this year that's what George Bush wanted 
and the favorable rating of the candidates Tom George Bush with very high favor ratings in Virginia 70 
favorable 29 unfavorable John McCain had a 57% favorable rating and a 39% unfavorable and Tom we 
asked the people of Virginia who do you think would have the best chance of winning the election for the 
Republicans in November George W Bush 58 John McCain 38 Sam what about on the Democratic side Bill 
Bradley has set up a tent in the state of Washington but all of his hopes there a lot of people are already 
writing his political obituary however in fact there were rumors today that Senator Bradley was prepared to 
withdraw his staff Dean Lee denies it they hope to do well in Washington State today they say next 
Tuesday's Super Tuesday done is the day he will take off if he doesn't they realize his candidacy will be over 
and what about John McCain the stakes for him next Tuesday going against George Bush yeah getting 
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against George Bush yeah getting increasingly difficult every day to find the math how John McCain wins this 
nomination he realizes he must win New England New York Ohio and come very close in Ohio and it can 
come very close in California laying a claim to the popular vote either if he loses the delegates thank you 
very much NBC's Tim Russert tonight 


END 


